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A
 structure used to m

ove w
ater 

from
 one place to another.
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A
 m

ixture of salt and fresh w
ater 

that has less salt content than  
sea w

ater.
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A
 long tim

e w
ith little or  

no precipitation.
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W
ater in rivers, lakes, and other 

freshw
ater ecosystem

s that contains 
little dissolved salt.
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T
he force that pulls objects to

the center of E
arth.
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T
he springs or sm

all stream
s  

that supply w
ater w

here a river  
first starts.
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T
he m

ovem
ent of w

ater into  
the ground through soil, sand,  
and gravel.
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W
ater that is safe to drink according 

to public health standards.
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W
ater that flow

s over the ground 
and into stream

s and rivers.
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N
ot having enough of som

ething 
that is needed. 
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W
ater found on the land surface, 

usually in stream
s, rivers, ponds, 

m
arshes, lakes, and oceans.

U
se

d 
w

at
er

 fr
om

 h
om

es
, b

us
in

es
se

s,
 

an
d 

in
du

st
rie

s.



CA
LI

FO
R

N
IA

 E
D

U
CA

TI
O

N
 A

N
D

 T
H

E 
EN

VI
R

O
N

M
EN

T 
IN

IT
IA

TI
VE

 I
 U

ni
t 5

.3
.a

. 
I 

Ea
rt

h’
s 

W
at

er
 I

 W
or

d 
W

al
l C

ar
ds

Pr
in

te
d 

on
 p

os
t-

co
ns

um
er

 r
ec

yc
le

d 
pa

pe
r

CA
LIFO

R
N

IA ED
U

CATIO
N

 A
N

D
 TH

E EN
VIR

O
N

M
EN

T IN
ITIATIVE I Unit 5.3.a. I Earth’s W

ater I W
ord W

all C
ards

Printed on post-consum
er recycled paper

w
a

te
r 

c
y

c
le

w
a

te
rs

h
e

d
Pl

an
t U

pt
ak

e

Ev
ap

or
at

io
n

C
lo

ud
s

Su
n

Tr
an

sp
ira

tio
n

Sn
ow

m
el

t G
ro

un
dw

at
er

C
on

de
ns

at
io

n

Ev
ap

or
at

io
n

Su
rfa

ce
 R

un
of

f

Pr
ec

ip
ita

tio
n



T
he continuous m

ovem
ent of w

ater 
betw

een the atm
osphere and E
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